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resignation, and a minute of the last meeting of the Government,
Rataj returned to the Palace of the Seym—in which he had his
quarters—and signed a statement accepting the Presidency
ad interim. Shortly after the resignation of Wojciechowski and
the Government, an army division from Pomerania arrived on
the scene to support the Government. It attacked Warsaw from
the west and came under the fire of the Pilsudskists. Presently
an armistice was concluded. This was the last of the fighting;
Pilsudski had triumphed. As quickly as possible he gave a legal
aspect to his actions.
FIRST BARTEL CABINET
A new Government was constituted. At 8 o'clock in the morning
of May 14, Rataj, as Acting-President of the Republic, conferred
with the victorious Marshal, and they agreed to confide the task
of forming a Cabinet to Casimir Bartel, who had been Minister
of Railways during the war with Soviet Russia, and who, though
a member of the Left, was popular with the other deputies in
the Seym. He had difficulty in getting a Ministry together; the
first idea had been to constitute a Government of National Union
drawn mostly from the Seym, but some of those he approached
declined, and the Socialists were annoyed because that sort of
Government was different from what they had expected. Bartel
had to be satisfied with a Cabinet composed almost exclusively
of experts and high functionaries; he offered the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs to Skrzynski, who refused it. August Zaleski,
Polish Minister at Rome, happened to be in Warsaw on leave at
the time, and became Acting Foreign Minister. Pilsudski contented
himself with the Ministry of War. After the formation of the
Government on May 15, the first act of Rataj was the issuing of
a proclamation ordering a suspension of hostilities. The Govern-
ment addressed a proclamation to the nation saying it would hold
power till the election of a President by the National Assembly;
that the causes of the tragic events of the last few days lay in the
moral disorder which devastated public life; that there must be
a moral renaissance, based on respect for law and social justice
and the elimination of party and individual egotisms; that measures

